SQUAT THE LOT 


WHERE THE STATE STOPS, LIFE BEGINS! 


On November 27, 1990, six squatted houses on East Vancouver's Frances Street faced a violent para-military 
assault. Half a city block long, the area was home to a community of over 40 people for a nine month period. The police 
operation demolished the homes, and in the wake of this assault on people's shelter, the lots remained empty for more 
than two years. In a time of rising rents and gentrification in East Vancouver, the actions of these squatters stood out as 
a positive example of direct action for renters and homeless people. 


S.A.V.E. (the Squatters Alliance of Vancouver East) believes that squatting in East Vancouver can provide 
more than simply shelter. Living in a community-oriented, radical free space, supports projects, community activism and 
alternative businesses. Power stays in our own hands: self-reliant rather than being handed out by government. 
S.A.V.E. supports the building of communities outside of the system. 

Few choices remain for homeless people and those caught a system that puts landlord's financial interests 


first. Either we reclaim the property that has been stolen from us, passed through the development game, or we face the 
prospect of our communities being further fragmented and uprooted in favour of "progress". 
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1600 Block Frances St. JJ 
(at Commercial Drive) Sguatter B art says, 


"Evictions, No Way!" 
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by Laura Busheikin 

It’s a show-down between 
the right to housing and be- 
lief in the sanctity of private 
property. And if community 
response to squatting in East 
Vancouver is any indication, 
many people, in this neigh- 
bourhood at least, believe ` 
housing takes precedence, 

Tuesday the Grandview 
Woodland Area Council 
voted to support the 15-odd 
squatters who have occu- 
picd four houses on the 
1600 block of Francis Street 
since late February. 

“Anything that increases 
the amount of housing in 
our neighbourhood, even for 
the short term, is beneficial, 


given the dwindling amount 
of affordable housing in the 
area,” says Donna Morgan, 
president of the GWAC. 

The fact that squatting is 
illegal didn’t deter the coun- 
cil. The decision to pass the 
motion of support was 
unanimous, which is unusu- 
al, Morgan says. 

“Everyone feels the 
(housing) situation is so out 
of control, that the law has 
failed. It isn’t legal, but it is 
sensible. Sometimes things 
are more sensible than Icgal. 
And what the squatters are 
doing is not contrary to the 
developer’s use of the site. 
The houses were aban- 


` doned.: 


High 


Continued from page 1 


away just had their rent go 
up 280 dollars.” 

Another squatter has a 
similar tale: “One of the 
neighbours out back was 
saying high rents are forcing 
him out of the city. He said 
it looks like he might have 
lo move Out to Surrey. Well 
what if he doesn’t want to 
live in Surrey?” 

The squatters say their ac- 
tion is a practical and politi- 
cal response to a situation 
where stories like those are 
becoming the norm. Ina 
press release, they identify 
this situation as gentrifica- 
tion: 

“Gentrification means the 
construction of high-price 
condominiums or other 
dwellings and the destruc- 
tion of affordable housing 
accompanied by the dis- 
placement of previous resi- 
dents,” says the release. 

A recent city study saw 
1,009 affordable rental units 
demolished for 816 luxury 
suites in the first seven 
months of last year. Since 
the abolition of the provin- 
cial rentalsman in 1984, 
Vancouver rents have in- 
creased dramatically while 
the vacancy rate has 
dropped steadily. 
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rents forcing people out ` 


Says Chu: “We want to 
show squatting as an alter- 
native. There is lots of ex- 
cellent-condition housing 
around that’s empty. We 
want to show people they 
don’t have to be victims 
anymore and they can take 
action for themselves.” 

Another squatter, Squeig, 
Says she hopes the squats sct 
a precedent for other people 
facing homelessness in the 


' city. “I believe it’s a viable 


alternative to homelessness, 
Condos are high-income 
housing and the people who 
need housing aren't those 
who can afford condos.” 

Community housing 
groups support the squatters. 
Laura Stannard, who 
worked with DERA until 
she recently moved to the 
Tenant’s Rights Coalition, 
says both groups stand be- 
hind the squatters. 

“The buildings were 
empty and they needed a 
place to live. Why can’t 


they stay ull the developer } 


actually has a demolition 
permit? ... It’s a viable alter- 
native in the midst of a 
housing crisis that no gov- 
ernment is willing to take 
strong action for,” Stannard 
says. 


The squatters hope to stay ` 


as long as the buildings 


# 


Squatters on Francs Street hosted a backa mini- SE to 


protest Vancouver’s desperate housing situation. 


“Certainly it’s not our 
preferred form of housing, 
but right now it’s better than 
no housing at all.” 


stand, although they have no 
idea how long that will be. 
Development permits, 
which would have to pre- 
cede applications for a de- 
molition permit, have not 
yet been issued for the prop- 
ertics. 

In the midst of squats is 
one tenanted house, which 
will be vacated at the end of 
May. 

The owner, Ning Yee, did 
not return numerous phone 
calls. 


Chu says the squatters 


met with Yee and tried to“ 


work oul an agreement to 
pay a nominal rent. When 
they couldn’t agree on 
terms, Yee gave the squat- 
ters a deadline for leaving. 
That deadline has passed, 
and so has another...peace- 
fully. But the squatters are 
living in uncertainty, Chu 


Echo photo 
Last Monday about 200 


people showed up at a 
squatter’s jamboree which 
transformed the squats’ 


says. “We have no idea what 
is going to happen. We 
never know when someone 
is going to show out to kick 
us out.” 

Sgucig says she would 
look for another squat. “I’m 


back yards into a mini festi- 
val site. Brightly-painted 
banners hung from the 
clothesline, proclaiming: 
“Squatting is not criminal. 
Housing left vacant by de- 
velopers is criminal.” 

With a band playing in 
one corner, a table offering 
free food in the other, chil- 
dren playing, people danc- 
ing, and the sun shining 
overhead, the atmosphere 
was lestive. But there was a 
scrious intent, 

When a squatter spoke to 
the crowd about the squat- 
ter’s faltering negotiations 
with the landlord, and about 
their conviction that home- 
less needn’t mean helpless, 


on a government training 
program and only make 
400-something dollars a 
month. I can’t afford to pay 
the rents around here. For 
me it would be a serious de- 
cision between food and 


she was applauded. Later 
she collected names and 
phone numbers of people 
willing to volunteer support 
Services, 

Keith Chu, one of the 
squatters, says that neigh- 
bours have been sympathet- 
ic - not surprising given the 
escalating housing crisis in 
Vancouver. According to the 
most recent statistics (Octo- 
ber 1989), the vacancy rate 


in Vancouver is .03 per cent. 


“Almost everyone we talk 
to has their own eviction 
story,” says Chu. “One cou- 


_ ple I talked to who lives in 


an apartment two blocks 


rent ... There are a lot of va- 
cant houses in Vancouver.” | 

The T.R.C. has asked the 
sguatters to start a directory 
of vacant buildings for the 
use of pcople who want to 
sguat. 


SQUATTERS Continued from page B1 


ished to make way for a luxury con- 
iominium project by Ning Yee 
nternational Marketing Ltd. 
Company head Ning Yee was not 
vailable for comment Monday. 
Catherine Kidd, 23, a University of 
C, student, said about 30 people, 
neluding three families. were 
victed in October after the four 
ouses were bought by the firm. 
The four houses then stood vacant 
ar three months, until February 
‘hen the squatters moved in with 
neir own furniture, Kidd said. 
Most of the squatters are students 
r other young people who knew 
ach other before moving in. 
“About two weeks ago, Yee 
‘alked by and saw us living in 
nere,” Kidd said. “He threatened to 
ut our power, but we started nego- 
ating with bim over rent." 
When the two sidesfailed to reach 
zreement last week, the squatters 
ere ordered out and given two 
eadlines, both of which have 


— ay 


passed. 

Kidd said she moved into the 
squat because she ran out of money 
when her unemployment insurance 
benefits were delayed. Another 
woman had lived in her van for six 
months before moving in. 

“These are all really nice houses, 
and they have a lot of years left in 
them,” she said. “It's a shame to 
destroy them for something that the 
people around here can’t afford.” 

Kidd said she hasn’t “got a clue” 
where the squatters will go if they 
are evicted. 

The squatters estimate there are 
up to 80 vacant homes in the imme- 
diate Grandview-Woodland neigh- 
borhood near the squat. 

“We hear about a house being 
squatted here or there, but not this 
many at once,” said Chu. "` 

He Said the group intends to start 
a squatters’ registry to help inform, 
homeless people about available 
vacant houses. 
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sre than 20 young squatters 
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Ze Tuesday, April 17, 1990. 


quatters poised for eviction 


against the lack of affordable hous- 
ing in Vanouver. 


SECTION D 


oying four east-end Vancouver 
es slated for demolition are fac- 
»viction — but they won't say 
many intend to leave voluntar- 


e group has been living rent- 
in the houses in the 1600-block 
vances for two months, most of 
time without the knowledge of 
teveloper-owner. 


"o other houses in the block — 


slated for demolition by the 
owner — are occupied by ten- 
who are no longer paying rent. 
e have no idea when the evic- 
is coming, but when the police 
eriffs arrive, some (of the squat- 
are willing to be arrested, and 


EE 


Four east-end 
homes slated 
for demolition 


(O 
some aren't.” said 19-year-old Keith 


Chu. 

“They may come in the middle of 
the night and drag us out.” 

The houses, comprising the lar- 
gest mass sguat in Vancouver, still 
have electricity, heat and running 
water paid for by the squatters. said 
Chu. a former Vancouver Commu- 
nity College studení. 

He said some of the squatters may 
choose to be arrested as a protest 


From the street, the houses look 
like other tidy bungalows in the 
area. Inside, they have the furniture 
and decor typical of student digs. 

“We've torn down all the back 
fences, so the houses have one big 
back yard, and we have a communal 
laundry for all of us in one of the 
basements,” he said. 

“That kind of stuff doesn’t happen 
in rented houses. This is a commu- 
nity of people who have come 
together to solve their housing prob- 
lem, rather than just let a bunch of 
perfectly good houses sit empty for 
months.” 

The six houses are to be demo- 
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Šguatters at bungalow in Vancouver s East End expect 
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to be evicted. 


Squatters form alliance 


+ From Page A1 


women moved in as soon as the le- 
pal tenants moved out, and before 
-the owner had time to nail boards 
„Over the windows and doors, to 
Avoid the possibility of breaking- 
-and-entering charges. 
' “Once the house is boarded up, 
‘it’s a whole different scene,” Ms 
Jane said. 
„ . Jesse Novik, 20, said that before 
he moved to the squat in mid- 
. March he had been living at his 
mother’s house, “which wasn't 
“supposed to be permanent.” 
e When he heard about the houses, 
"I thought they shouldn't be empty. 
„| needed a place, and moved in.” 
„Sharing his building is a woman 
‘with two children who is expecting 
her third child. She moved from a 
“nondescript one-bedroom apart- 
Ment across town that rented for 
‘$650 a month. | | 
„ The upholstered furniture in the 
„Diddly Sguat living room has suc- 
‘cumbed to gravity, and a worn 
brownish rug covers the scratched 


‘oak floors, but the occupants have ` 


maintained the water and electric 


„ "services and taped political posters = 


to the wails. ~~ 
S A pot of bean filling for burritos 
+ bubbled on the stove, and the wall 
sabove it had been lettered in purple 
felt pen with the commandment 
#“Thou shalt not pay rent.” 
Š Noreen Shanahan, a 
¿spokeswoman for the Tenants 
«Rights Coalition, said in a separate 
„interview that squatting is bound to 
řincrease as the shortage of rental 
accommodation continues and as 
«decent housing is emptied and de- 
e:molished to make way for condo- 

miniums. 
k “Its a sign of the times,” Ms 
= Shanahan said. “There’s more and 
“more houses that are left boarded 
ET for months and there’s. more 


and more people desperate to live 
in them, and they're moving in.“ 

While there are other squats in 
the city, Ms Shanahan said, few of 
their occupants risk publicity be- 
cause of the likelihood that they 
will be harassed or thrown out. 

The occupants of Diddly Squat 
and the Bushwimmin’s Squat and 
their neighbors said they felt they 
had nothing to lose by going public, 
because two deadlines had been 
issued by the owner and had 
passed already. e 

Ms Jane said the squatters think . 
they should not be forced to leave 
until at least June. They believe 
that is the earliest possible date for 
demolition, because it is when the 
two remaining tenant-occupied 
houses in the row of six are sup- 
posed to be vacated. | 

But plans for the properties are 
currently in limbo, and owner Ning 
Yee could not be reached yesterday | 
at his office or his home for com- 
ment. | 

An official in the Vancouver de- 
velopment-permits office said an 
application was submitted for a © 
four-story, 34-unit ‘residential ` 
building on the site of Mr. Yeé?s six ` 

‘houses; The permit was withdrawn 
voluntarily in early March for 
redesign, and no new application 
had been received as of yesterday. 
Meanwhile, the squatters picked 
up yesterday after the festivities of 
their “squatters’ jamboree,” which 
Ms Jane said drew several hundred 
supporters from the lively Com- 
mercial Drive neighborhood for 


music and food, including dona- 


tions from a nearby co-operative 
bakery. And Ms Jane speculated 
about the next resting place for 
members of the group. 

There are other vacant houses, 
though the ones that have been ` 
Smashed up or boarded up are less 
desirable for squats, she said. 
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live in an all-woman squat, decided to take: ` - 
"one of the houses as our home until the.. 
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ition and the tenants weren't Dro," 


„A yu Ser 


nce she moved to the city from Toronto.. 


` “I knew these houses were slated 
“A group of us, the women, because 


d 
4 


demolition crew moved in,” she said. The: .!. 


One squatter, Jessica J ane, said she had ` 
been unable to find a home in Vancouver 


testing and were moving out 


1,009 affordable. Jane f 
hed cottage, dubbed the Bushwim 


for a month and a half. 
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is the latest twist in a housing demol 
, according to a city-com- 


l years ago, and vacancy rates hov- 


British Columbia abolished rent controls ` 
near zero. 


rental units demolished for 816 luxury suit- 
_ es in the first seven months of last year. 
Rents have increased dramatically since 


squeeze which 


cranes, 


i- 
V 


„ fixed to the front missioned study, 


ff to appear atthe er 


morning in the living room, half severa 
oor with an eviction order. 


A half-dozen of the young squatters did 


_“We intend to defend these houses and in a neighborhood increasingly dotted with . si 
The formation of the squatters alliance, 


"hope to keep them standing indefinitely as boarded-up buildings and construction 


a way of preserving our neighborhoods,” 
Says a statement from the Squatters All 


ance of Vancouver’ East 


Diddly Squat. 
terday 


, "ek vm, weg 


will stave expecting the court baili 


A f 


“Developers Keep door of the house that has been nicknamed 


The route to Diddly Squat has bright 


But the 15-odd ‘squatters occupying a 
row of modest bungalows in Vancouver’s not sound so brave as they gathered yes- 


Thou shalt not pay rent is Diddly Squat occupants 


off imminent eviction by a condominium d 


East End have little hope that the posters, 
developer. 


BY DEBORAH WILSON 
or anything else they might try, 
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By ROBERT SARTI 

Squatters facing eviction from Six 
East End Vancouver houses set up 
barricades of old furniture in the 
Street outside the houses early 
today, turning back cars that were 
attempting to drive through. NE 

“This is a physical statement that 


We don't want to leave our homes,” 


1 
e 


š 


x 
* 


said one of the squatters, who identi- 
fied herself as Rebecca. ae 
- She said the barricades would 
“slow down the police” if they 
moved to evict the squatters today. 
But police said this morning they 
had no plan to act immediately, 
although today was the deadline for 
about 30 squatters to leave the six 
houses in the 1600-block of Frances 
they have been occupying without 
Paying rent since last winter, 
The squatters were ordered out 
two weeks ago by B.C. Supreme 
Court Judge William Davies, 
owever, police Spokesman 
Const. Bob Cooper said police would 
not be moving to evict the squatters 


k madé by the Police, there will be a 


résponsible for the barricades. 
Asked how long:the police would 


| allow the street to be blocked, Coo- 
„per said that'was being discussed 


„(and whatever action would result 
ov’ from those discussions would be 
`; transmitted to the news media and 


the demonstrators well An advance, 
He said a senior officer was being 
sent to the scene this morning to 


explain the police position to the g 


i 
4 


= police, 


squatters and request that they. 
es. | 


remove the barricad 

Cooper also said there appeared 
to be some people behind the barri- 
cades who were more concerned 


with forcing a confrontation with the 


authorities than with the problem of 
social housing. E 


„ We have no desiré to be involved : 


in a confrontation with these peo- 
ple,” Cooper said. “We're asking 
them to voluntarily take down these 
barricades from the Street, because 
the police form no threat to them.” 
The barricades, made of sofas, 
chairs, tables, television sets and an 
old motorcycle, first went up at both 
ends of the block about 3 a.m., but 
the squatters moved the items back 
to the sidewalk at the request of the 


A few hours later, they reassem- 
bled the barricades. | 
Police cars cruised by after the 


allow cars to drive in. Motorists who ` 


drove into the streets made U-turns 
"to leave, 
The protest drew mixed reviews 
from neighbors. GI 


“You're making a mess,” shouted 
one man from his window across the 
Š 


86 


They’re throwing poor people 
out of their homes,” he said, to the 
cheers of the squatters, | 


About 8:30 a.m., a group of squat- 
ters launched into a concert on their 
front porch with tin cans and 
rums, 
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BARRICADE CLEANUP 


By ROBERT SARTI | ©“: 


The barricades are down and the 
bonfires out, but Vancouver’s lar-. 


KEE CH? 


gest community of squatters: 


% 


d 


day from eviction from the six 
houses they occupy in the 
1600-block Frances. They now face a 
new deadline to move, probably 
sometime next week, 


Penny Singh, a former sguatter 
who speaks for those still living in 
the houses, said the squatters will 
spend this weekend “considering 
the options.” | | 


She said if police attempt to oust 
them, the sguatters may again resort 
to the tactic that tied up traffic on 
Frances for seven hours Friday. ` 


“People feel strongly about saving 
their homes, and the barricade is 


one way to show that,” she said. | 


“Hopefully, this action will bring to 
light the problem of homelessness, | 
and of squatting as an alternative.” 
A squatter who identified herself 
as Rebeccca said squatters are still 
discussing whether and how to resist 


uatter inspects road for potential leftover. hazards after blockade was removed 
idk? Kë ao ně RE ¿Q ` d'A ti : 
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„after eviction order put on hold 
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The squatters won a reprieve Fri- ` 


seit Saturday, November 24, 1990 — 


Sos Bw S # 


` 


if the police move in. She said most 
of the squatters have not yet made 
alternate plans for accommodation. 


“They will go and stay with friends 
temporarily,” she said. 

About 30 young people have been 
living in the Frances houses rent- 
free since last winter. A B.C. 
Supreme Court order to vacate the 
premises came into force Friday. 

Expecting a police attempt to oust 
them, the squatters erected two bar- 
ricades of old furniture in the street 


in front of their houses and built 
bonfires to keep warm. 

But they pulled down the barri- 
cades and put out the fires seven 
hours later, after negotiations in the 
rain with the police and assurances 
there would be no immediate move 
to evict them. 


Vancouver Police Insp. Rich Rol- 
lins told a group of masked squatters 
the barricades were “doing your 


cause no good” because of adverse 
public reaction. 


S 
f People feel strongly about saving their homes, 

and the barricade je one way to show that. Hope- 
fully, this action will bring to light the problem of 
homelessness, and of squatting as an alternative.” 


— Penny Singh 
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After accepting a jam-jar of hot 
coffee from the squatters, he asked 
them: “Why are you wearing masks? 


⁄ It's hard to talk to people with masks 


on. 


One squatter replied: “It’s imag- 


ery.” Another said: “It’s for our pro- 
tection.” 


Rollins told them the owner of the 
houses would need to go to court 
again to get an enforcement order 
before police can move in. 


William Ellis, lawyer for owner 
Ning Yee, said Friday he is in “no 
panic” about getting the order. 


Ellis said he would probably wait 
a few days to see whether the squat- 
ters obey a sheriff’s order to 
vacate. l 


“They are just a bunch of militants 
raising hell, painting their faces and 
shaking their fists in the air, making 
like Oka,” Ellis said. | 


The houses were vacant when the - 


squatters moved in. Plans by Yee to 
redevelop the site for up-scale con- 
dominiums have been stalled by fin- 
ancing problems and by delays in 
getting approval from city hall, 


i 


| 


Halí-point 
increase 
from '89 


reported ` 


By KATHERINE MONK 

The vacancy rate in Great 
Vancouver has squeaked | 
half a percentage point fron 
year ago, but remains t! 
lowest in the country, accor 
ing to the latest Canada Mo 
gage and Housing Corp. st 
vey. 

Results of the semi-annual rep 
released Friday, show Vancouve 
vacancy rate increased to 0.9 1 
cent in the last year from 0.4 r 
cent, with no over-all change in { 
last six months. 

CMHC market analyst Don Re 
aud said rates are expected 
increase into 1991, in response t 
greater number of rental units, a 
a general softening in the market 


Softening to blame 


The softening is probably al 
responsible for slowing the rate 
rental increases, Renaud sai 
Rental rates in Vancouver increas 
seven per cent in the last year, co 
pared to 12 per cent betwe: 
October 1988 and October "90. 

But John Shayler, a housing a 
lyst with the Vancouver-based Te 
ants Rights Coalition, said even 
there was a marginal increase fre 


aybať ago; the Vancouver housi 


situation remains bleak. 

"When you're in a crisis, a! 
increase in the vacancy rate w 
look like an improvement,” Shay! 
said Friday. “But when you thi 
about how bad it is right now, it w 
take a lot of catching up before t 


„vacancy rate is healthy. 


“The damage has already her 
done in the last four or five years, 

Shayler said more and more Va 
couver residents are paying abo 
and beyond 30 per cent of the 
income on housing, which t 
federal government recommend 
According to Health and Welfa 
Canada, people paying more than" 
per cent of their income on re: 
technically fall under the pover 
line. 

Shayler said forces that push: 
the vacancy rate below 0.4 per ce 
are still in effect and governmen 
must start taking preventive me 
sures to Insure people aren't push: 
into the street. | 


„No legal recourse 


“Tenants are treated like secon 
class citizens in this province. Th: 
have no legal recourse if the lan: 
lord wants to raise the rent beyon 
what they can pay,” he said. “The: 
is no limit to the gouging.” _ 

B.C. has ho fent:control legis) 
tion, rent review, or rental appe: 
board, after the Social Cred 
government cut the rentalsma 
from its budget in 1984, 

In Greater Vancouver, Kitsilan 
had the lowest vacancy rate at 0. 
per cent; Kerrisdale the highest wi! 
2.6 per cent. 

But the high vacancy rate in Ke 
ridale means rents in the area at 
expensive, said Shayler. 

The survey supports Shayler 
claim: Kerrisdale is the most expe: 
sive place to rent an apartment aft 
West Vancouver, with an averag 


rantal neien of B77M Par a ann che: 
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Photos by David Blue 


A lone squatter shows defiance (above) while waiting for evicted them from homes they had occupied, making 


police to move in. Police in large numbers later dis- 


several arrests. 


mantled the squatters Frances Street barricade and 


Six Frances Street homes stand 
poised for demolition after a po- 
lice seige that landed about 30 
squatters in jail. - 

Police used a backhoe and 
emergency response teams Tues- 
day to knock down part of a house 
before arresting hold-out squat- 
ters. > 

Officials believed the squatters 
had firearms and other weapons 
in their possession. A continuing 
search of the East Vancouver 
houses has turned up hand-sized 
chunks of broken brick, and light- 
bulbs filled with paint. 


-City council declared the homes 


a public nuisance at a meeting 
Tuesday, and ordered them demol- 
Ished within two months. | 
Sguatters began to occupy one 
of the houses in the 1600-block 
Frances in February. A string of 
court orders and eviction notices 
from landlords were ignored. 
Police spokesman Bob Cooper 


underlined that force was used to 


evict the squatters only after a new 
group who: “threatened to kill a 
policeman” moved in. 

Angry crowds gathered near 
barricades at Commercial Drive, 
taunting police with insults and 
questioning the use of “overkill” 


Police move out East side squatters 


in the seige. 

“I think it’s great. They finally 
got them out of our neighbor- 
hood;’ said Valentina Thorpe, 
who lives about a block east of the - 


-six houses. ` 
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By D0UG WARD 
and STEWART BELL | 
An eastside citizens’ group plans 
to lay a formal complaint with the 
Vancouver police board over Tues- 
day s massive display of force by 
heavily armed police officers in the 
eviction of 30 squatters from six 
houses on Frances Street. 
Angry community leaders 
charged that the police action 


amounted to “overkill” that on] 
won support for tte 


ne squz 


Ë — < L n 


‘Grandview Woodi 

‘il, said today the 
met Tuesday night and decided to 
launch a complaint with the police 


| Prisoner shot 
in escape attem 


shtest can rise to the top unfettered by 

Struck by one bullet, class or social origins. And his breathtak- 

93 PAGES ` AS (the prisoner and escort) left the ingly rapid accession to Britain's highest 

)L.405 © No, 172 institution van, the inmate bolted. At least Office is in me -y Ways the ultimate vindica- 
one shot was fired by the guard which tion of her philosophy. ` | 


Struck the inmate,” Cooper said. 
Surrey resident 


witnessed the incident ina 


| ____ Please see SHOOTING, A7 


a y 
. | 


council’s executive 


pt 


Vancouver police spokesman Const. Bob meritocratie society in 
Cooper told reporters the prisoner was i 


Bert Van Den Ham, who 


parking lot at 
University Hospitaľs Shaughnessy site, 


said he heard two shots and then saw the 


Ce 


board, likely early next week. | 
Automatic weapons, a helicopter, 
earth-moving equipment, tear gas 
canisters and police dogs were 
included in the arsenal of 80 police- 
men who cleared the houses in the 


1600-block Frances late 
afternoon. 
The street was sealed off and 
nearby homes were evacuated. 
“We feel the police over-reacted in 
the way they dealt with the situa- 


Tuesday 


ion,” Morgan in an interview. 


OGQIsrTuption o“ 410 Le = j FOG 

They blew the matter out of proport- 

tion.” | 
Morgan said the complaint will be 


background as humble as 


two children to state schools, he 


which the best and 


Major’s success at first glance seems more 
a version of the American dream than a 
British one — except that no American 
president in modern times can claim a 


his. And few could 
claim his sense of normality: He sends his 
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laid after a motion is endorsed by 
the area council’s full board at its 
next meeting Monday. 


However, police spokesman 
Const. Bob Cooper termed the alle- 
gations of overkill “rubbish.” 


in this instance. totally defend the 
department’s actions. To do any- 
thing less would have been irrespon- 
sible and put the lives of our mem- 
bers and the general public in 


Theiss: as ee i E Lë 
h the police did not find 
se see SQUATTERS, A2 


By WYNG CHOW ee 
ká prisoner from the maximum-security Post — Heseltine joins cabinet, A3 
ent Institution was shot and wounded | LONDON | 
today as he tried to escape while being O HIS CRITICS, Britain's next prime ee a reg 
escorted by two corrections officers to Uni- muuster is a dry, grey, diffident man vants by dining alone on baked beans on 
versity Hospital for medical treatment who acts, looks and talks like the bank toast at a local cafe on many working 
22-year-old ar oe name was Clerk he once A "the blankest sheet of nights 
€, was quickly transferred to the Paper around the cabinet table,” the ic fatha hi; 
trauma unit at Vancouver General Hospi- Guardian newspaper once complained. Ghee Horie bor eae and 
tal, where he DH reng an operation. But John Major embodies Margaret failed at many strange and colorful jobs 
His condition was not immediately known. Thatcher’s vision of an upwardly mobile, <> 


has a wife 


including trapeze artist, vaudeville per- (8 
former and minor league baseball plaver in @ 
the United States. Much of Major's child- 
hood was spent in a two-bedroom tenement |“ 
apartment in Brixton, one of south Lon- | 
don's poorer but more respectable work- 
ing-class neighborhoods. The family shared 
a hallway bathroom with other 
one of the neighbors was a cat 
Major went to Rutlish Grammar, a state 
school for bright children. He Says he hated 
high school and he left at 16 to 


Please see MAJOR, A6 


By MOIRA FARROW 
with Canadian Press 


topher Poole said in 
After Iraqi officials said five Can- 
adians would be released followin 
representations from three Canad- 
ian MPs, Poole said two others 
would be allowed to leave the coun- 
try on a “special case” basis. © 
The Canadians whose release was 
announced by Iraq were identified 
as: Bob Beck, 45, of Neweastle, Ont.; 
Thomas Wolf, 30, of Rocky Mountain 
House, Alta.: Husnain Abdul-Aziz, 
18, of Toronto; Lee Binns, 38, of Cal- 
gary; and Bob McKen, 31, of Edmon- 
ton. 
The five are free to leave Iraq as 
Soon as exit visas can be arranged. 
Contacted in Baghdad, Poole tol 
The Vancouver Sun: “I’ve just been 
notified by the Iraq foreign ministry 
that Mr. Rustum of Toronto, who is 
here with his wife, will also be 
released as what the Iraqis call a 
‘special case’ so they are not part of 


By BEN PARFITT 
Sun Forestry Reporter 

Recent allegations of logging-re- 
lated mud slides and road washouts 
in the Tsitika Valley are “blatantly 
and verifiably wrong,” says Ray 


Smith, president and chief executive 
officer of MacMillan Bloedel Ltd. 
At the conclusion of a 


washouts. 


MB has been involved in a contro- 
yersial lo in 


sging o eration 
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MADONNA: 
‘too much for MTV 


HOT POTATO: Madonna has 
finally made a video that MTV 
won i broadcast. 

The video for Justify My 


‘Love was to have had its world 


„premiere on MTV this week. 


‘But when MTV executives saw 


‘it, they choked. 

a Madonna makes great 
svideos, they agreed, but “this 

ne is not for. us.“ 

« Justify My Love portrays the 
‘erotic fantasies of the star and 
‘a lover, portrayed by 
‘Madonna’s boyfriend, Tony 
‘Ward, during an assignation in 
‘a Paris hotel. The fantasies 
involve voyeurism, female and 
‘male bisexuality, cross-dress- 
ing, mild sadomasochism and 
ER partners. | 

Madonna said in an inter- 
view: “Why is it that people | 
are willing to go to a movie and 
watch someone get blown to 
bits for no reason and nobody 
wants to see two girls kissing 


or two men der van 
` AGOOD READ: J.M. Coetzee, 
vhod novel Age of Tron takes 


the form of a white South Afri- 
s letter to her . 
daughter in America, has won 
Britain’ s richest fiction prize. 
Age of Iron, the South Afri- 
can author’s first book in four 
years, reflects a woman’s guilt 
over apartheid — a “gathering 
feeling of walking over black 
faces. E | 
The London Sunday Express | 


of $45, 000 Cdn, goes each year. 
y the, Author of “the most ` 

enjoyable and com chan Cé 
r adablé book pub ished in i 
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handguns or shotguns during their 
initial search Tuesday evening, the 
buildings were to be thoroughly 
searched today, Cooper said. 

He said the police still believe 
weapons were in the houses because 
an officer involved in Tuesday’s 

operation got a clear view of one of 

the squatters holding what 
| ap eared to be a shotgun. 
Cooper said that, if the police. had 
| simply gone to the houses without 
-the support of the heavily armed 
ERT unit and found people waving 
guns at them, “then we would have 
had to go back and call out the ERT 
to help us," 

He noted that the ERT usually has 
to deal only with one house, whereas 
in this case the unit had to enter and 
search six houses. ` 

In Victoria, Solicitor-General 
„Russ Fraser said the question of 
whether police used overkill is “a 
| judgement call.” 

Said Fraser: “It looks like overkill 
now because nothing happened. 
Had there been gunshots in the 


| neighborhood, it would have looked. 


different. So the overkill suggestions 
are maybe correct now but yester- 


day we didn’t know.” 
Fraser said he is still waiting fora 


report on the manner in which 
police removed the squatters hut he 
defended their response based on 
what he knows now. 

He also said he saw no need for the 
squatters’ actions. 


“Occupying someone’s House with- 


out paying rer it isn't the way our 
society works. You either rent a 
house, pay the "4 or you don’t live 
there,” he said. 

The day-long sie e ended about 
mid-afternoon when the last four 
squatters surrendered to Emer- 
gency Response Team members 
after a backhoe all but demolished 


their house, one of six that had been 


occupied by squatters since 
February. 

ERT members, wearing black 
balaclavas and camouflage fatigues, 
trained their guns on the squatters 
as they carefully imbe ed down the 


mound of deb is left | by the back- ` 


hoe. 

“I think the whole $ hing should 
have been called Operation Over- 
kill,” said Tenants Rights Coalition 
spokesman John Shayler. | 

“We started out with six boarded- ` 
up houses. How does something like 
that get to be this major military 


operation? It was just totally out of ` 


| proportion. There must have been 
something that could have been 
done to defuse it. 
“Why isn’t it possible to stay in the 
| aes ngs until Me demolition takes 
Sp. OO ae... ‘i : 


"place?" | | 
— Residents in the area interviewed 


the ai Ge show of ola fo 
warraňted. | | 
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SOUATTERS Continued from page one 


whether ` 
ree was ` 


the two-storey house behind it. 


said: “This is ye 


Even as police were finishing their 
sweep of the buildings, council was 
acting with speed to push through a 
resolution declaring the houses a 
public nusiance. 

The resolution, endorsed unani- 
mously, calls for the owner to demol- 
ish the six houses within 61 days. 

Ordinarily, a demolition permit 
would not be granted until all devel- 
opment permits had been applied 
for and approved but council cir- 
cumvented the rule by declaring the 


- buildings a danger. 


Davies said she voted for the 
buildings’ demolition because they 
obviously posed a safety hazard. > 

Half of the 80 officers on the scene 
were off duty and paid double time. 
“The cost will be substantial,” Coo- 
per said. | 

The operation began at 9 a.m. as 
police moved to cordon off the two- 
block area around Frances Street 
and evacuate the houses and apart- 
ment buildings near the squatters’ 
enclave. 

An hour later, a polídemaní using a 
loudháiler ordered the squatters to 
leave. Sharpshooters kept their 
weapons at the ready as the squat- E 
ters appeared regularly on the | 
street to raise a clenched fist, wave a 
red-and-black anarchist flag, beat a 


drum or yell taunts at the police. 


By noon, about six squatters and 
their supporters — who got too close 
to the police lines — were arrested. 

About a dozen policemen Bier 
with automatic weapons and led by 
front-end loader finally ended the | 
standoff by rushing the barricade at 


outside the houses were immedia- 
tely seized, handcuffed and bundled 
off into waiting police wagons. 

The front-end loader demolished 
the barricade and then tore a hole in 


Then the police ordered 
remaining four squatters to leave 
the sixth house. — | 

A policeman wi th a loudhailer 
št chance to sur- 


render...) 
a Or oe Boing to get hurt.” 
anta of: he house. One squatte 
briefly Appeared at the front win- 
dow, f lashing a peace sign. — > 
Finally, the four o a and 
were Pren aae 


the | 


e want you to give up | 
began tearing into the, 


ganizations from Nazko Lake to 
issiar, so I’m an enthusiastic 
Poster and DU be back out this Sun- 
{y at the PNE Forum from 10 a.m. 
B 4 p.m. 
Last year, 
farage sale before dawn in my 
gveats and cross- training shoes, 
ager to pop a little sweat ha auling 
fates, toting bales and stoc 
í lelves. 
Nope. No cushy quartermaster’ S 
bb behind the lines for me. I was to 
e cannonfodder in this crusade. 
They sent me into the trenches to 
ell. In fact, they sent me to the far- 
hest trench, a mysterious table hid- 
lina dank corner next to the fire 
xit. 


H protested: “But I can’t sell my 
jest friend...” 

“Learn on the job,” I was told. 

5 o mix metaphors as badly as my 
lerchandise, I was posted to the 


irifted after they'd spent all their 
money on the neat stuff up the way. 
I mean, alking down I passed won- 
le rful book stalls — I saw a hard- 
fover copy of Dante’s Inferno on a- 
id. Tree paper going for a couple of 
pucks. There were interesting Art- 


Deco period pieces newly liberated 


from attics and looking for new 
homes in pricey False Creek condos. 
Leven found the weird grate that ľd 


been seeking everywhere for an 


pdd-sized hot air register at home. 

| Managing editor Scott Macrae 

iropped by to buck me up with a pep 
alk, Fine for him to feel peppy. He 


| pad r th on the main con- 
about 2 p.m. About eight squatters | E EK h 


ourse, stacked to the rafters with 
those nifty velvet paintings that are 


y. 


[wo stabbed 


Former deputy W AR 


David Vickers and a woman client in 
ñ family court case were stabbed 


oday during a B.C. suprema Court | 
Chambers hearing. ` 


male attacker is b 
eda knife in pureed 30, where 
ice Ann Rowles was hearing | 
lications, and slashed the woman. 


his arm. 


nds to. 


LE Continued ou page o one 


I showed up for the 


cing | 


omy back eddy where strays: 


tevéd to have 


chars jumped in and received ` 


perfect for the wet bar: in the base- 
men | 

Heck, I could have sold those 
paintings. I'd have bought one 
myself, but who could get through 
the mob of art lovers? ' 

I surveyed my stock. It was bleak. I 
was expected to move a collection of 


the world’s ugliest lamps, botched 


first attempts by newly retired hob- 


_byists, a collection of mismatched 
china cobbled together from greasy- 


` spoon Eer Beie sales, a salt shaker 


1 courtroom 


“As he was neilig taken from the 
ourtroom on a stretcher, Vickers 
id his daughter Cheryl, who was in 
ears waiting outside the courtroom, 
that he was all right. 
| man, not yet identified, 


> 1 


resigning at Ki sce ne. 
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with a hand-painted love poem on it 


— a bad love poem. 

To make things worse, a large 
shipment of clothing bound for some 
other destination had somehow 
sailed into my back eddy by acci- 
dent. The mound dwarfed my booth, 
becalmed like a hulk in the Sargasso 
Sea of my sales debut. 

I had to start somewhere. 


A university-aged couple sought: 


to slip past. I think they were look- | 


k 


ing for a peaceful corner and a quiet ` 
smooch in the shadows behind the | 


pile of clothes. Perfect candidates 
for the salt shaker with the love 
poem. I sallied forth. 

We had, shall we say, a 


— > 


a “discus: | 


sion,” about Keats. Once you have a ` 
romantic on the hook, the rest is ` 
easy. Besides, when you're in love, ` 
who cares if the poetry is bad? He ` 


bought his sweetheart a poem, hot a 
salt shaker. 

The next customer came to me, 
How much for the leather jacket he 


-saw in the unattended clothing pile 
next to my booth? “Have I got a deal 
„for you,” I said. “Five bucks for the 


Si E ety TOK 2 


jacket — but you gotta take one of ` 


my lamps. Two for the lamp.” 


A pair of jeans eliminated the pea- oy 


green crib board that held plastic © 
toothpicks. A teenager carried off 


the vase that looked vaguely like a 


bull standing on his hind legs — six 


bits for the vase and I threw in the 
tie-dyed T-shirt she wanted. ` 

My table emptied like magic. A 
starchy-looking guy came by. 

“You see a pile of clothes around 
here?” 

“Yeah,” I said. “It was right over 
there but some people came any 
took it away.” 


G garette machines hit 


` Associated Press I U 

NEW YORK — New York City has 
moved to take cigarettes out of the. 
hands of youngsters by taking 
cigarette machines out of most pub- 
lic places. > 

A law banning the vending 


eg machines in all public places but ` 
„ taverns and hotel bars, where 


- minors aren't allowed anyway, was 


_ passed 33-1 by the city council on- 


ey nl and ere by ëm un 
‘Dinkins. 


Mavion Sult asalNst wWIPee AUS- — | NULL EUCSS ICY lave LO Lane Precau= 
tralian newspapers. =- + tions,” said Jocelyn Bourdeau. ` 
The Supreme Court jury“ rk «Maybe i ey could have done it- 
found that the Telegraph,“ tida without so many officers: but, if they- 
Sunday Telegraph andthe `" i "were thre atened, k; think it was 
Australian implied Makim, 33, 1 okay." 


| had an affair with Argentine f Bourdeau, who lives i in a house 
| polo player Horatio Lanusse — | adjacent to those formerly occupied 
| and wrongfully attempted or — | by the squatters, was forced to. 
threatened to remove hertwo | remain outside of her house 
children from Australia.  . | throughout most of Tuesday. 
Nationwide News, publisher | Another Frances Street resident, 
of the three Sydney-based | Bernice Henry, said: “I think it was a 
newspapers, must pay interest | little bit too much because the police 
and Makim’s legal fees. | didn’t need that many people for the 
- Makim was separated from | number of people in the building. I. 
her husband 11 months ago. | think they over-reacted.” 
n "O 
& dk, Henry said she left her duplex 
| „ COPY CAT: In a profile of | across the street from the squatters 
| Andrew Lloyd We" de Č | mid-Tuesday. “I think they should 
WO Lag ports Mat We | have got them out of the houses but I 


British composer isn’t as popu- | Sa. u 
r wil his peers ashes wih (AE TT 


his audiences. . ; I 

' It was once reported that | Cooper said Tuesday that police 
when Webber and Steven Sond- | had “reliable information” the 
heim happened to be dining at | squatters had three shotguns, two 


the same restaurant, Webber | handguns and Molotov cocktails. 
wrote a bar or two from Phan- | “These are people that seem bent on 
tom of the Opera on a napkin, | confrontation (and) they were in 
along with an invitation to | possession of firearms,” Cooper 
Sondheim to join him. | said. 
Sondheim was given the | He said a preliminary search of | 
napkin and was told it was | the houses did not uncover any fire- 12 Mil No-Wax Vinyl 


from Webber. „He is said to | arms, although buckets of hand- | AX 
have replied: “Well, I could tell | sized pieces of concrete were strate- | u 


it wasn’t a musician.” ` gically located around the houses, 
Then there was lyricist Alan Gasoline canisters and several light 12 No-Wax Vinyl 
Jay Lerner, to whom Webber bulbs filled with paint were also 
once posed the question: “Why found. 
do people take an instant dis- Ald. Libby Davies said she was 
like to me? ° | alarmed at the way the police moved 
| “Because it saves time,” ans- | in and believes the incident reflects 
|. wered Lerner. | the city’s housing needs. 
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social issue such as a lack of housing 
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Barricades in East Vancouver, Squat- 
ters Resist Eviction 


Statement on the eviction of the Frances 
St. squats, Nov. 27/90 


At 9am on Tuesday, Nov. 27, over 80 riot 
police including the Emergency Response 
Team, the RCMP bomb squad, a heli- 
copter, dog teams, fire trucks, and two 
earth moving tractors were deployed at the 
1600-block Frances st. in Vancouvers 
East-End. Their targets were six squatted 
houses, occupied since February 1990. 

Surrounding three of the houses were 
six-foot high barricades, and inside were a 
group of squatters who had erected the bar- 
ricades against an expected eviction of 
their homes. A Supreme Court order for 
eviction had passed on nov. 23, and on that 
day also squatters and supporters had 
erected barricades on Frances st. and the 
alley behind the houses. after 5 hours of 
negotiations with police, the barricades 
were dismantled with an agreement there 
would be no police action until Nov. 26. 
On that day, the squatters again set up bar- 
ricades, this time around 3 of the houses, 
and also securing the inside of one of the 
houses. 

During the Nov. 23 negotiations, police 
stated they would notify the media and 
squatters before any police action, and 
would indicate how they would act. How- 
ever, it wasn't only the squatters who used 
the extra time to organise, but also the po- 
lice. The massive para-military action, 
with an arsenal of automatic weapons and 
tear-gas, was put into effect with the pre- 
text, fabricated by the police, that a "new 
criminal element" now armed with 3 shot- 
guns and 2 handguns, had moved into the 
squats. The fabrication included "reliable 
sources" and an alleged "ex-sguatter" who 
saw the weapons. The very existence of 
such a person cannot even be verified and 
1s Suspect at best. Police statements, faith- 
fully reproduced by the media, were 
clearly part of a constructed counter-insur- 


gency program that aimed to isolate and 
criminalize the squatters: 

“It's not a social housing or a squatting 
issue anymore... We are now faced with a 
group of criminals who have stockpiled 
weapons in a house. We've received reli- 
able information that the original group 
has been taken over by people who could 
care less about social housing. They have 
expressed a desire to kill a policeman" 
(Police spokesman const. Bob Cooper). 

In fact, no firearms have been found de- 
Spite extensive police searches. It's diffi- 
cult to find material that doesn't exist! The 
most police can produce are canisters of 
gasoline (used to ignite fires, plainly car- 
ried around on Nov. 23), buckets of rocks, 
lightbulbs filled with paint, and some 
molotov cocktails. Hardly justification for 
the ERT assault and snipers on rooftops. 
The people behind the barricades had not 
changed, but police clearly had to justify 
their own drastic shift in tactics from Nov. 
23 to Nov. 27. Adding to the "militant 
criminal anarchist" angle, members of the 
bomb squad were called in, in case of 
“booby traps", and houses in a two-block 
radius were evacuated. 

As people gathered around the police 
perimeter, targeted individuals were ar- 
rested or allowed to cross the police line 
and then arrested. During the 7-hour siege 
several hundred people gathered around 
the area, most supportive of the squatters 
and chanting "Troops out of East Van" and 
“Housing is a Right", and yelling warnings 
to the squatters whenever members of the 
ERT moved toward them. 

Eventually police lines advanced to- 
wards the barricades with heavy machinery 
and arresting 8 people. Four other squat- 
ters withdrew into the barricaded house, 
which police demolished again using the 
heavy machinery. After this assault, the 
four remaining squatters emerged waving 
fists and maintained their defiance in the 
face of cops armed with automatic rifles 
pointing at them. 

In total, 27 people were arrested. Many 
were subjected to physical assaults during 
their capture, and while in custody. By 
nov. 29 all had been released, 12 charged 
with mischief and obstruction of justice, 
the remainder having not been charged at 


all. Prisoners were told the investigation 
was “ongoing” and further charges could 
be laid. While in custody, prisoners were 
shown surveillance photographs- for no 
other reason than to indicate police "knew 
everything" and to intimidate the prisoners. 
Of course, the police themselves didn't 
need to go too far for photographs and 
video-tapes, as journalists not only 
reprinted the inuendo put forward by the 
cops, but clearly acted as intelligence gath- 
erers for them. 

The days following the para-military as- 
sault saw a liberal out-pouring from ten- 
ants rights groups, community "leaders", 
as well as trade unionists denouncing the 
extent of the police operation and de- 
manding an inquiry. Even "progressive" 
members of the Vancouver city council 
participated in this "attack on the police", 
whilst also collaborating unanimously to 
declare the evicted houses a "public nui- 
sance" and passing a special demolition 
permit. With this, the houses were de- 
molished on Nov. 29, despite the fact that 
some squatters still had possessions in the 
houses, and despite the fact that some of 
the houses were still liveable. In fact, only 
two of the six houses had received heavy 
damage. One of the main demands by the 
squatters all along had been to occupy the 
houses until demolition day, which the de- 
veloper Ning Yee didn't even have until 
the city council, including the 
"progressives" of COPE, unanimously 
gave it to him. A few squatters who had 
stored their belongings in a comrades bus, 
which was raided by the police, found 
money and other items missing. 


Police Repression Builds our Resistance 


It was important that the police action of 
Nov. 27 did not intimidate the growing re- 
sistance in Vancouver- that people did not 
retreat back into the safety of their houses, 
or friends houses. So on Nov. 29 a strong, 
angry protest was held. Gathering at 
Grandview park in the East-End, well over 
100 people marched to the 1600-block 
Frances, where some squatters made 
speeches on their determination to fight on ` 


and continue squatting. From here the 
demo proceeded towards the downtown 
area, blocking up traffic, with a banner in 
front which read "Police Repression Builds 
our Resistance”. On the route, an agitated 
driver tried to drive through the demo, 
nearly injuring a comrade, and was quickly 
set upon, escaping with a few dents. The 
second stop for the demo was the main tar- 
get of peoples rage: the Vancouver Police 
Department station. The main entrance 
was blocked and police inside, clearly in- 
timidated, locked the doors and called in 
more officers. A police car outside was 
attacked but because there was no prepara- 
tion beforehand, people lacked the neces- 
sary tools to do real damage such as paint, 
iron bars etc. Before the cops could or- 
ganise or call in more officers, the demo 
moved down through the tourist-trendy 
Gastown area. Here people became 
bolder, and some began knocking over 
postal and newspaper boxes- but again any 
higher levels of property damage were 
stopped by the lack of preparation. The 
protest then moved back up to Hastings, 
and prior to reaching Granville st., 8-10 
motorcycle cops arrived an attempted to 
cordon off the demo, bumping into people 
in the rear and hitting others who got in 
their way along the side of the demo. 
Here, the demonstrators, now numbering 
between 30-40, became more organised, 
linking arms and not allowing the cops to 
stop the demo or to intimidate them. The 
determination of the demonstrators, to con- 
tinue the demo to a point they had decided 
it would end, and to not allow the police to 
send them back on the "legal" domain of 
the sidewalk, was an important and em- 
powering process. Also important was the 
minor property damage/disturbance that 
developed- a militancy that gave direction 
to peoples anger, even if only in a small 
way. although a handful of pacifists tried 
to control this aspect of peoples actions, 
the demo itself was strong and relatively 
coherent. It was mobile to avoid police 
build-up, many people were masked, and 
had preparations been made beforehand, 
many actions against the police and finan- 
cial targets could have occurred. most of 
all, it was needed- to regain some power 


and strength after the police assault on 
Nov. 27. 


Conclusion 


With their overt repression the police 
hoped to break people down, to tap a 
growing radicalization amongst the squat- 
ters. But instead, the opposite has oc- 
curred, repression has radicalized people 
even more. The experiences at the hands 
of the police, the discussions in the jail, the 
surveillance the police openly displayed, 
the fabrication used to militarily attack the 
squats, has in many ways contributed to a 
process the police had clearly hoped to 
curtail. There is also a continuing harass- 
ment of people, including blatant police 
presence around peoples homes, and the 
very real threat of police raids as police 
continue their "search" for weapons. In 
fact, one house was raided in conjunction 
with the police assault on Nov. 27 under 
the pretext the person, a relative of one of 
those arrested, was a "weapons dealer". 

The parallels to the confrontation in Oka 
have not been missed; the extreme offen- 
sive launched by the state; the crimi- 
nalization of resistance; and the counter- 
insurgency techniques; have all occurred in 
a common pattern. Its clear that the Na- 
tive struggle for sovereignty and the strug- 
gle for autonomy and self-determination 
manifested in the occupation of empty 
housing, present a threat to the state. Be- 
cause when people struggle collectively, 
and fight together, they gain power and 
develop possibilities for fighting back. 


Direct your Anger!! 


The "Criminal Element", Vancouver 
1990 
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By lan Austin 
Staff Reporter 

Never again. 

Opposition aldermen and the 
Tenants Rights Coalition say the 
city should never again be forced 
into violent confrontations with 
squatters. 


“I think the city has to be more 
pro-active to intervene, so that 
things don't escalate,” said Ald. 
Libby Davies, who lives near the 
six Frances Street houses. 


“I don’t ever want to see it get 
to this point again, where you have 
ordinary citizens on one side and 
hundreds of police and helicopters 


EREN 


JOHN MAJOR 
Britain’s new PM 


Violent scenes can be avoided 
by better planning, critics insist 


on the other side. 

‘Tve been getting phone calls 
from neighbors who were abso- 
lutely appalled at how this force 
suddenly descended into this quiet 
neighborhood.” 

John Shayler of the Tenants 
Rights Coalition said the squatters’ 
protest grew out of control. 

“The squatters. were trying to 
make a point about housing, that 
this was good housing, that there 


was no development permit and 
that it shouldn’t be empty,” said 
Shayler. “You start off with a deve- 
loper with six empty houses, and 
you end up with a neighborhood 
under siege.” 


Mayor Gordon Campbell said 
the squatters refused city help. 
“The city offered housing to 


these people, but they didn’t want 
it,” said Campbell. “We are still 


trying to offer housing to people 


The Province Wednesday, November 28, 1996 | | 


Staff photo by Rick Loughran 


of 30 squatters and supporters arrested after defending six houses occupied since Feb. 
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who need it. If you want to break 
the law, we don’t have any choice 
but to uphold the law.” 


And Campbell said the squatters 
were looking for a fight. 


“People had left that housing 
fearing for their safety,” he said. 
“There was a hardcore group 
there who were looking for a con- 
frontation.”” 


Council last night ordered the 
houses demolished. 


The city declared the homes a 
nuisance, and ordered owner Ning 
Yee to raze them within 61 days. 
Yee wants to build 36 condos on 
the site. 


Squatters 
just part 
of history 


By Tom Hawthorn 
Staff Reporter 


The Frances Street squat is the 
latest in a long list. 

immigrants, bohemians and 
the poor have a history of living 
in unwanted buildings or land in 
the Lower Mainland. 

The Frances Street squat shel- 
tered as many as 50 people at a 
time. Some of them were home- 
less while others said they were 
escaping the “rent rut.” 

The city dump, Stanley Park 
and waterfront plots on False 
Creek, Burrard Inlet and the 
Fraser River have all been popu- 
lar sites for squatting. 

The author Malcolm Lowry 
edited and reworked his classic 
novel, Under The Volcano, while 
living in a shack at Dollarton. 

Lowry’s squat is only the most 
famous in a history that reaches 
at least as far back as 1899, 
when police raided ‘‘Chinese 
squatters” in Stanley Park. 

In 1894, council offered $5 
each to squatters if they would 
tear down their shacks on the 
harbor east of Hastings Mill. 

The Depression led to the 
creation of shack towns, in 
which pensioners and the unem- 
ployed huddled in makeshift 
buildings near city bridges. 

A coroner’s jury investigating 
a 1950 murder described one 
shack town as a “filthy, disease- 
breeding, vermin-producing 
hovel.” City officials, who 
despised the settlements, esti- 
mated as many 700 people lived 
in the towns. 


Generations of squatters occu- 
pied shacks near Brockton Point 
in Stanley Park, a tax-free setile- 
ment lasting 62 years until city 
officials destroyed the shacks in 
1931 because they were said to 
spoil a scenic vista. 


The construction of the Geor- 
gia Viaduc? in 1971 displaced 64- 
year-old scavenger Bill Tomilin, 
who said his two-reom shanty 
allowed him to “live better than 
Czar Nicholas of Russia.“ 


Iron Lady's favorite wins leadership 


News Services 


LONDON — John Major, Mar- 
garet Thatcher’s favorite Tory, 
rode a powerful wave of support 
yesterday to become Britain’s new 
prime minister. 


MAJOR VICTORY, Page 22 
EDITORIAL, Page 30 
Major, 47, Chancellor of the 


Exchequer and the son of a trapeze 
artist, fell two votes short of a 


“ majority in his bid for the leader- 


ship of the ruling Tory party. 

But his two opponents quickly 
conceded defeat and the party con- 
firmed Major as the winner. 

“Our job now is quite clear, we’re 
going to unite totally and absolutely 
and we’re going to win the next 
general election,” Major said last 
night as he stood with his wife, 
Norma, outside his office. 

He was to be sworn in at Buck- 
ingham Palace today as the 18th 
British prime minister of the cen- 
tury and one of the youngest ever. 

The ceremony will come shortly 


after the lron Lady tenders her 
resignation to the Queen, bringing 
down the curtain on the 11-year 
Thatcher era. 

“I am thrilled and delighted John 
Major is to succeed me as prime 
minister," said Thatcher, who had 
supported his leadership bid. 

“He will be a superb leader of 
this country.” 

In the short term, Thatcher will 
stay in Parliament, where she 
represents the north London con- 
stituency of Finchley. 

But it is uncertain whether she 


would wish to remain in the House ` 


of Commons after the next ele 
tion. She could go to the unelecte 
House of Lords. 

Major received 185 votes fro: 
the 372 Tory MPs in Parliament. 


Former defence secretary Micha: 
Heseltine received 131 and Foreig 
Secretary Douglas Hurd had 56. 


“We are about to see the dawn « 
a new era of Conservative adminis 
tration,” Heseltine said 


Hurd, 60, said: “Pm sure that i 
the -new circumstances John Majc 


‘is the right leader for this task“ 


i 


Vancouver police search squatter after arresting him yesterday. 


CANADIAN PRESS _ 


© VANCOUVER — As sharpshooters trained their 
rifles, police used a backhoe to tear an opening into a 
rundown house and remove a group of defiant squat- 

-ters yesterday. ` | 

Four men in the house threaded their way through 
the rubble left by the backhoe and were arrested. — 
"The house was the last of six to be cleared out in an 
operation that began about 9 a.m. when dozens of 
officers converged on the east-end neighborhood. 

„ „Police evacuated homes and cordoned off a two- 
block area where about 30 squatters were refusing to 
leave six houses slated for demolition. "ed 

_ The action followed reports that some of the squat- 
ters had armed themselves with illegal weapons, in- 
cluding shotguns and Molotov cocktails. | 

Also standing by were the fire department, dump 

trucks and ambulances. A helicopter circled overhead, 

“nearly drowning out the cheers from squatter sup- 

ters gathered behind the police lines and the excit- 


2 


ed barking of police dogs. 

The blue-collar neighborhood is a mix of modest, 
single-family homes, many built before World War I, 
and newer apartment buildings. Many of the homes 
are dilapidated, the grass untended and the shubbery 
in need of attention. 


The occupation started in February when a group of 
people moved into unoccupied houses owned by de- 
veloper Ning Yee. | 

Yce had planned to tear the houses down and build a 
luxury condominium project on the site. He was 


stalled when his application for a development permit 
was turned down. 


He issued a series of deadlines to the squatters, 
whose numbers rose to 35 or 40 through spring and 
summer. All deadlines were ignored. 


Those living in the houses included students, the 
unemployed and some people on fixed incomes. The 
squatters were ordered out this month by a B.G: 
Supreme Court justice. S 


Vancouver police moved in on the Frances Street squatters Tuesday 
and evicted them from homes they had occupied. Police fears that 
_. the squatters were armed and planning to resist led to the Emergency 


“Bý TOM ZILLICH “> 
" Police used a backhoe and emergency 
response teams Tuesday to knock down 
part of a Frances Street home to arrest 
_ hold-out squatters.. I 

s. A day-long seige on six houses in the 
F. 1600-block Frances ended when police 
` stormed the last remaining home after 

clearing out the other five. 

At least two dozen arrests were made as 
of press deadline, late Tuesday afternoon. 

Police blocked off the area for two 
blocks early that morning after a warrant 
was issued to clear the home. Officials 
believed the squatters had firearms and 
other weapons in their. possession. 

Angry crowds gathered around barri- 
cades near Commercial Drive, taunting 
police with insults and‘offering support for 
the remaining: squatters, who. ignored a 
court injunction that demanded they vacate 
the houses. 

About 80 police officers and fire crews 
stood by, while a police helicopter circled 
the area. ` ` ; : 

Near a barricade erected in front of one 
of the homes, a group of supporters waved 
a red flag and yelled insults at police. 

“I think it is great. They finally got them 
out of our neighborhood’ said Valentina 
Thorne, who lives about a block north of 


Frances Street: 

“It’s great that they have police here. It 
has been a real eyesore. But they took too 
long in doing it. They should have been here 
when they first moved in” 

Squatters began to occupy one of the 
houses in February of this year. A string of 
court orders and notices from landlords 
were ignored: 

While the crowd yelled “Troops out of 


East Vancouver,’ police used a bulldozer to : 


knock down a barricade made of old fur- 
niture, and arrested a group of squatters’ 


Photos by David Blue 


Response Team being called in. Police in riot gear and armed with ` 
automatic rifles arrested squatters manning a blockade before front 
end loaders were used to dismantle the blockades. 


Police knock out East Side sguatters 


supporters nearby. , 

Residents in the two-block area had the 
choice to either remain in their homes or 
vacate after police began the seige. 

Early Tuesday, police spokesman Bob 
Cooper said officials believed the barricade 
may have been booby-trapped by the 
squatters. 

Cooper said police were to search the 
houses for exposives late Tuesday. 

Meanwhile, city council declared the 
homes a public nuisance Tuesday and 
ordered them demolished. 


x COPE CALLS 


Hope? in Vancouver. 


was held Thursday along 
„Commercial Drive ‘to 
4 Frances Street for the six 
ža broken-down houses that 
:> provided shelter for scores 
{of people the last ten 
“months. ., 
SÍ? MA lot of uš cried when 


> demolish: the houses;"said: 
28-year-old Penny Singh, ` 


; # squatter and mother of“ 


„three. "The police action 
„Was laughable and outra- 


shall overcome" n E i 
úaxť At the behest of commu- 
EC tity’ leaders from the 
< Grandview-Woodlands 
`; Area Council, Committee of 
© Progressive Electors Ald. 
` Dav Rankin and Libby 
„Davies are demanding ` a 
4 full and public investiga- 
‘tion, into the political deci- 
z sions that led to an "inap- 
Sé 3 propriate and vulgar dis- 

"Siet of "close to 100 
" masked policemen carrying 

` automatic weapons in a res- 
© idential neighbourhood to 
Zrevict young people from 
+; empty houses." - 
| sá But Mayor" Gordon 
> Campbell has ho intention 
` of holding an "inquiry" and 
< called Davies' and Rankin's 
‘actions Kieler inexcus- 
< able". 

"They. cain. ‘lodge a com: 
. plaint to SS Bob Stewart 


Ae n qual requiem. patade : 


we saw the police backhoe: 


x $ peus; they: carne in, shred `- 
“our flags, and: sang. "We 


FOR INQUIRY 


INTO POLICE ACTIONS ` 


"Sguatters say last Tuesday's aggressive 
T police: action ensures that Ge Will con“ 


By BRIAN TRUSCOTT: | , . 


and, if necessary, the Van- 
couver Police Board will 
hold an inquiry," said 
Campbell, who is chair of ` 
the board. "How should. the ` 
police have responded? I 
think it's good news that ` 
# Weapons weren't found and ` 
that the. operation. was a, 
“sticcess." "7 e 
Police spobôspäráni Con- 

stable Bob Cooper agrees. 

+ "In terms:of the way we <- 


less," he said. 


Continued on page 3 


TODAY'S 
QUOTE 


"but we owt 
talk about what ` 


they want for 
Christmas because 
Santa Claus al- 
ready knows." 
— Fran Dowie 
„See page H 
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Squatters arrested, homes demolished 
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Committee of Progressive 


‘Electors city councillor 


Bruce Eriksen. 

“Even in a bank robbery 
they don’t call out the god- 
damned army,” he added. 

Eriksen said he was not 
surprised the squatters 
wouldn’t let the police in 
when they showed up with 


. 80 heavily armed men. 


Council voted Tuesday 
afternoon to order owner 


licopters descending on a 
neighbourhood,” said 
Shayler. "Council was out 
of contact with the situation 
- there was no attempt at 
mediation.” "71% 
“The squatters started out 
making a fairly coherent po- 
litical point about empty ` 
houses all over the city, but 
the political response has 
been incredible. 
“Even in this housing cri- 
sis council has never dealt 


„with ways to protect exist- 


Ning Yee to demolish the ing housing stock.” 
` houses after they were seri- A landowner doesn't re- 
ously damaged in the raid. . guiré any development, 
The homes were knocked `. building or demolition per- 
down Thursday morning. mits to evict tenants, then 
Tenants Rights Coalition they can just let affordable 
spokesperson John Shayler housing stock sit empty.» 0... 
“was disappointed the while they wait for thë right "TT" 
squatters situation was al- time to maximize their prof- 
lowed to get out of hand and its, said Shayler. 
said city council should - “Property rights have 
have done something to overwhelmed human rights, 
defuse a situation that had community rights and 
been developing since last “neighbourhood rights and 
February. < those six homes on Frances 
“We started out with six ` Street were a monument to 


empty houses and ended up this imbalance,” Sh 
with an armed force and he- | said: ii 


~ = FS: aS ataq, z K Za zá we - š 
More than 50 squatters and supporters turned out Thursday night at Grandview Park 
to protest “police repression” after being evicted from the six abandoned homes on 
Frances Street Tuesday by 80 armed police officers. Left: Local critics dubbed the po- 
lice response “Operation Overkill” when the 1600-block of Frances Street was cor- 
doned off by riot police and the Emergency Response Team. — Robert Klein photo ` 
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